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Aquatic and semi-aquatic mammals are distinctive group of animals with
unique physiological and morphological adaptations. These animals have
developed webbed feet and flippers for swimming under water, valvular
nostrils and an intra-narial larynx to exclude water while breathing and
swallowing. Aquatic mammals like the otters and river dolphins are at the
apex of food web and are good indicator species of health status of
different aquatic ecosystems they inhabit.

Three species of otters and one species of river dolphin are found in the
Ganga Basin. The otters are semi-aquatic, use bankside vegetation for
cover and escape and rocky areas or deep soil for digging natal holts.
These species need lateral connectivity with floodplain wetlands.




Gangetic River dolphins are exclusively aquatic and
piscivorus. Their diurnal and seasonal migration needs
longitudinal connectivity in the river and survival mostly
depends upon availability of prey base. They are vulnerable
to habitat alteration and fragmentation due to dams,
barrages, depletion of prey base caused by overexploitation
and other anthropogenic activities like land use changes in
the river floodplain.

National Mission for Clean Ganga-Wildlife Institute of India
project titled “Biodiversity Conservation and Ganga

Rejuvenation” is a science-based species restoration
programme. Conservation of these mammalian species is a part
of this science-based Ganga rejuvenation programme.

The conservation status of the species are referred here as per

the International Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural
Resources (IUCN) Red List, Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) Appendices
and Indian Wild Life (Protection) Act (IWPA), 1972 Schedules.
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